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and only officially licensed by the Napoleonic system. In Les Martyrs it has even a certain " grace of con-gruity," * but in regard to Les Natchez, with which we are for the moment concerned, almost enough (with an example or two to come presently) has been said about it.
The book, as a whole, suffers, unquestionably and considerably, from the results of two defects in its author. He was not born, as Scott was a little later, to get the historical novel at last into full life and activity; and it would not be unfair to question whether he was a born novelist at all, though he had not a few of the qualifications necessary to the kind, and exercised, coming as and when he did, an immense influence upon it.    The subject is too obscure.    Its only original vates, Charle-voix, though always a respectable name to persons of some acquaintance with literature and history, has never been  much, more,  either  in   France   or  in   England. The French, unluckily for themselves, never took much interest in their transatlantic possessions while they had them; and their dealings with the Indians then, and ours afterwards, and those of the Americans since, have never been exactly of the kind that give on both sides a subject such as may be found in all mediaeval and most Renaissance matters; in the Fronde ; in the English Civil War; in the great struggles of France and England from 1688 to 1815;  in the Jacobite risings;  in La Vend6e;  and in other historical periods and provinces too many to mention.    On  the  other  hand,   the  abstract  " noble savage " is a faded object of exhausted engouement, than which there are few things less exhilarating.    The Indian ingenu (a very different one from Voltaire's) Outougamiz and his ingenue Mila are rather nice; but Celuta (the ill-fated girl who loves Ren6 and whom he marries, because in a sort of way he cannot help it) is an eminent example of that helpless kind of quiet misfortune the unprofitableness of which Mr. Arnold has confessed and registered
1 Not in the strict theological meaning of this phrase, of course; but the misuse of it has aesthetic justification.